
Silverleaf Hall in the Bronx, NY is a 130,000 sf apart-
ment building designated to create 118 units for low-in-
come families earning below 60% of the Area Median
Income.  Scattered throughout the building are 35 units
reserved for homeless families that have been recom-
mended for permanent housing by the New York City
Homeless Shelters.  The reinvented mansard roof,
landscape, interior courtyard and canopy, high quality
finishes, and other design details provide a sense of
welcome and pride for the tenants.

Talking to David Hirsch, Architect with Urban
Architectural Initiatives, New York, NY, he noted that
some of the particular project requirements for this
building included that it be not only of quality construc-
tion, but it should require the lowest cost of interior/ex-
terior maintenance, while offering a high degree of ten-
ant security (as in lighting and security cameras).  To
gain the older neighborhood look, the top floor was
constructed as a mansard roof, which required special
cantilevered plank to accommodate the extended con-
struction.  Careful detailing and choice of masonry col-
ors and textures, banding and window treatments,
gave the exterior its wonderful character.

Oldcastle Building Systems, South Bethlehem, NY,
supplied approximately 130,400 sf of 96 inch wide by 8
inch thick Spancrete planks; these units provide a 2-
hour U.L. fire rating, an STC of 56, and by easily span-
ning 30 feet, allowed architects interior flexibility in lay-
out.
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Silverleaf Hall, Bronx, NY — attractive, comfortable, affordable
housing.

Making the New Look Old Again

Odyssey House is another Special Needs Housing project by Urban Architectural
Initiatives in New York using hollow core plank throughout.

ODYSSEY HOUSE
113-127 E 123RD STREET   NY, NY
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 The new Odyssey House on 123rd Street in Harlem 
has been designed as a 34,000 SF, six-story building funded 
by the New York State Office of Mental Health.  Continuing 
the Odyssey House tradition of supporting individuals 
recovering from substance abuse problems, the building will 
house counseling offices and group meeting facilities on the 
ground floor and cellar, with 50 efficiency apartment units for 
program participants on the floors above.    
 
 The main lobby opens up to the rear garden via an 
elevated walkway over a sunken courtyard and lower level 
lounge, drawing people into the activity areas of the building.   
A key element of the therapeutic process at Odyssey House is 
art and creative expression, and the building features many 
areas for the display of original work by the program 
participants, including exterior display panels in the rear 
garden that are a highlight of the landscaping design.  

DISPLAY PANEL DETAIL PERSPECTIVE FROM ENTRY

FRONT ELEVATION SECTION THROUGH REAR YARD

UP

ACCESS STAIR DETAIL

Closeup of Silverleaf Hall mansard construc-
tion and exterior detailing.
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Door openings and panel designs are shown above.Ten foot wide panel being swung into position.

Anheuser Bush Distribution Center, Bronx, NY
Cast into the exterior face of this 186,000 sq ft ther-

mally-controlled area distribution warehouse for vari-
ous bottles, cans, and kegs of Anheuser Bush products
are artistic reflections of their consumer product label
advertising designs.  The choice of insulated precast/
prestressed sandwich wall panels was a joint decision
reached between Anheuser Bush, the General
Contractor, Milric Construction of Neptune, NJ, and the
Architect, Michels & Waldron Associates, of RiverVale,
NJ — all of whom had worked with precast concrete
panels on previous buildings.  Keeping a strictly con-
trolled interior temperature and environment is integral
with their freshness date policy.  They know that insu-
lated concrete panels provide a uniform and continu-
ous thermal barrier, and a smooth finished surface
easy to care for and keep clean.

The 271 panels used on this project were ten inch
thick insulated units, typically 10 ft wide and over 35 ft
tall.  The concrete sandwich panel consisted of a 2.5
inch thick exterior wythe and a 2 inch interior wythe;
the EPS insulation thickness varied from 3.5 to 5.5
inches, and averaged 4.7 inches.  Using a new carbon
fiber truss technology for shear connectors between
inner and outer wythes, the panels were designed as
100% composite units; this superior non-conducting
material eliminates a common sandwich panel thermal
transfer point, resulting in a panel R value of 20.
Welded connections at approximately 40% of the ver-
tical joints were utilized to create a wall panel system
to resist lateral loads.  As the photos show, door open-
ings of 3’ 5”, 6’ 5”, 8’ 6”, 12’ 0”, and 26’ 4” were easily
accommodated.  Is it any wonder that up to 16 panels

per day were erected?

The project has been regis-
tered for LEED Certification,
and according to Art Michels,
Project Architect and LEED
Certified Professional, sustain-
ability, plus energy and environ-
mental efficiency is a require-
ment for all Anheuser Bush
buildings.  Precast concrete
panels contributed to points
earned in the following LEED
sections:  Optimize Energy
Performance, Construction In-
door Air Quality Plan During
Construction, Recycled Con-
tent, and Regional Materials.
Thanks to David Wan, Oldcastle
Building Systems, for these
photos and facts.

Smooth and patterned form liners highlight company’s advertising design.



In Denver, at the February NPCA Salute to
Excellence Awards, our member companies were rec-
ognized in the following categories (our apologies to
those we missed):

Plant Certification Awards — 5 Years Continuous
Certification — A & R Concrete Products Specialties,
New Windsor; Kistner Concrete Products, East

Bethany; Roman Stone Construction, Bay Shore.  15
Years Continuous Certification — Binghamton Precast
and Supply,  Binghamton.  Quality Award of Excellence
winners included Kistner Concrete and AFCO Precast,
Middle Island; and Jefferson Concrete, Watertown for
its work on the New Seven-Pod Dormitory at Monroe
Community College.
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Congratulations to our Producer Members

Among the lesser thought of advantages of installing
hollow core plank for decks is that, in general, they can be
loaded safely the next day with further construction oper-
ations. For example, look at the picture of the plank being
swung into place, and the adjoining photo of the movable

hoist truck loaded with block sitting on a newly placed
plank deck. Using hollow core plank assures worker and
site safety, besides the well known advantages of fire rat-
ing, sound deadening, long spans, all weather installation,
etc.

Hollow Core Plank Provides Immediate Work Deck

Not typical plank loading, Hampton Inn, Warwick.
Typical plank erection, WSAAF
Barracks, Fort Drum.

The Fire Safety Construction Advisory Committee re-
ports that in October 2007, just one month, there were
12 fires in various housing projects around the United
States. The toll in human lives lost, fireman injured, and
millions of dollars in personal property and living units de-
stroyed was terrible. FSCAC is working to educate the
public and building officials and fire safety personnel
about building with fire safe materials and about compart-
mentalization.

As an example, a fire in an apartment building in
Kingsport, TN, was contained to a single room. Fire offi-
cials credited this containment to the fire-rated separa-
tion. They said that each of the eight apartments in the
two story structure was divided by masonry walls and
topped by concrete slabs. This is a rare testimony from
any source on the performance of non-combustible con-
crete construction preserving property from severe fire
damage.

Special Report FSCAC October 2007
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PRODUCER MEMBERS
A & R Concrete Products, New Windsor, NY, 845-562-0640
Bayshore Concrete Products, Cape Charles, VA, 757-331-2300
Binghamton Precast & Supply, Binghamton, NY, 607-722-0334
J.P. Carrara & Sons, Middlebury, VT, 802-388-6361
Coastal Pipeline Products Corp., Calverton, NY, 631-369-4000
Dailey Precast, Shaftsbury, VT, 802-442-4418
The Fort Miller Co., Inc., Schuylerville, NY, 518-695-5000
Hanson Pipe & Products, Inc., Pottstown, PA, 800-970-2216
Jefferson Concrete Corp., Watertown, NY, 315-788-4171
Kistner Concrete Products, East Pembroke, NY, 585-762-8216
Lakelands Concrete Products, Inc., Lima, NY, 585-624-1990
Newcrete Products, Division of New Enterprise Stone & Lime

Co., Collegeville, PA, 484-902-0256
Oldcastle Precast, South Bethlehem, NY, 518-767-2116
Oldcastle Precast Inc., Middle Island, NY, 631-924-7400
Oldcastle Precast Inc., DBA Rotondo Precast, Avon, CT, 

860-673-3291
Roman Stone Construction Co., Bay Shore, NY, 631-667-0566
Schuylkill Products, Inc., Cressona, PA, 507-385-2352
Sunnycrest Inc., Auburn, NY, 315-252-7214
LC Whitford Materials, Co., Inc., Wellsville, NY, 585-593-2741
SEPTIC TANK PRODUCER MEMBERS
Binghamton Precast & Supply, Binghamton, NY, 607-722-0334
Burnett Concrete Products, Inc., Wolcott, NY, 315-594-2242
Concrete Building Supply, Champlain, NY, 518-563-0700
R. Deso, Inc., Champlain, NY, 518-298-8411
Eastern Precast Co., Inc., Brookfield, CT, 203-775-0230
The Fort Miller Co., Inc., Schuylerville, NY, 518-695-5000
Grimm Building Materials Co., Troy, NY, 518-272-1100
Guardian Concrete Products, Schenectady, NY, 518-372-0080
Jefferson Concrete Corp., Watertown, NY, 315-788-4171
Keeler Vault Co., Inc., Hudson, NY, 518-851-6281
Kistner Concrete Products, East Pembroke, NY, 585-762-8216
Oneonta Block, Oneonta, NY, 607-432-6641
Sunnycrest Inc., Auburn, NY, 315-252-7214
Woodard’s Concrete Products, Inc., Bullville, NY, 845-361-3471
Zeiser Wilbert Vault, Elmira, NY, 607-733-0568
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
A-Lok Products, Inc., Tullytown, PA, 800-822-2565
Amcrete Products, Newburgh, NY, 845-562-0010
BASF Admixtures, Cleveland, OH, 518-232-1187
Buzzi Unicem USA, Stockertown, PA, 610-746-6224
Cemex, Inc., Wampum, PA, 724-535-4311
Chase Specialty Coatings, Pittsburgh, PA, 412-828-1500
Concrete Sealants, Inc., Royersford, PA, 610-948-7867

Eastern States Steel Corp., Upper Saddle River, NJ, 
800-327-8335

Engineered Wire Products, Waynesville, OH, 937-433-9753
Essex Cement Company, Port Newark, NJ, 973-344-5903
Essroc Cement, Nazareth, PA, 610-746-3109
Federal White Cement Inc., Mancungie, PA, 610-366-9481
Forta Corporation, Grove City, PA, 800-245-0306
Grace Construction Products, Wynantskill, NY, 518-361-4335
H & H Hulls, Inc., Hudson, NY, 800-H2HULLS
Helser Industries, Tualatin, OR, 503-692-6909
Jepco Sales, Royersford, PA, 610-948-7867
JVI, Inc., Pittsfield, MA, 413-442-4147
Keystone Cement Company, Exton, PA, 610-837-2100 
Lafarge North America, Concord, Ontario, 905-882-3333
Lehigh Cement Company, Burlington, CT, 800-833-4157
Meadow Burke, Billerica, MA
Mixer Systems, Pewaukee, WI, 860-798-7248
Northeast Solite Corp., Saugerties, NY, 845-246-2646
NPC, Inc., Milford, NH, 800-626-2180
A L Patterson, Fallsington, PA, 800-332-7090
Plant-Tech Concrete Solutions, LLC, Bladensburg, MD
Polylok, Inc/Zabel, Wallingford, CT, 800-765-9565
St. Lawrence Cement Co., Saratoga Springs, NY, 800-462-8800
St. Mary’s Cement Company, Cleveland, Ohio, 216-579-1911
Sika Corporation, Lyndhurst, NJ, 302-218-4987
Spillman Co., Columbus OH, 614-444-2184
Splice Sleeve North America, Irvine, CA, 239-948-1771
Stelcrete Indust Limited, Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada, 

905-354-5691
Stephenson Equipment, Inc., Syracuse, NY, 315-432-0779
Syracuse Casting Sales Co., Cicero, NY, 315-699-2601
Tuf-Tite, Inc., Lake Zurich, IL, 847-550-1011
SEPTIC TANK ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc., Vestal, NY, 800-733-3555
The Euclid Chemical Co., Saratoga Springs, NY, 518-376-0871
Northeast Sales Associates Inc., Fairport, NY, 800-709-6372
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERS
Advance Testing, Campbell Hall, NY, 845-496-1600
Barton & Loguidice, PC, Syracuse, NY, 315-457-5200
A.S. Bell Engineering, PC, Slingerlands, NY, 518-357-0313
Bergmann Associates, Inc., Rochester, NY, 585-232-5135
A L Blades & Sons, Inc., Hornell, NY, 607-324-3636
C & S Engineers, Inc., Syracuse, NY, 518-455-2000
CDM, Syracuse, NY, 315-434-3200
Clough Harbour & Assoc. LLP, Albany, NY, 518-453-3961
Collins Engineering Inc., Albany, NY, 518-436-0392

Delta Engineers PC, Binghamton, NY, 607-231-6612
Dewberry, New York, NY, 212-685-0900
Earth Tech, Inc., Latham, NY, 518-951-2200
Edwards & Kelcey Engrs. Inc., Saratoga Springs, NY, 

518-584-9733
Erdman Anthony, Rochester, NY, 585-240-2666
Finley Engineering Group, Inc., Tallahassee, FL, 850-894-1600
Fisher Associates PE, LS, PC, Rochester, NY, 585-334-1310
FRA/T Y Lin International, Henrietta, NY, 585-359-0280
Greenman-Pedersen, Inc., Buffalo, NY, 716-633-4844
HNTB Corporation, Hollywood, FL, 212-594-9717
Hunt Engr Arch Surveyors PC, Horseheads, NY, 607-358-1000
LaBella Associates, PC, Rochester, NY, 585-454-6110
Lamont Engineers, PC, Cobleskill, NY, 518-234-4028
LEAP Associates International, PE, Tampa, FL, 813-988-6870
Maser Consulting, West Nyack, NY, 845-727-1160
McFarland-Johnson, Inc., Binghamton, NY, 607-723-9421
O’Neill Consulting, Spring Lake, NJ, 732-974-0129
Popli Consulting Engineers, Penfield, NY, 585-388-2060
QCQA Laboratories, Inc., Schenectady, NY, 518-372-4067
Ryan-Biggs Assoc., P.C., Troy, NY, 518-272-6266
A H Sample, Inc., Ottsville, PA, 610-847-8945
R Samsel Engineers, Henrietta, NY, 585-334-5549
Chas. H. Sells, Inc., Briarcliff Manor, NY, 914-747-1120
Shumaker Consulting Engineering & Land Surveying, PC,

Binghamton, NY, 607-798-8081
Simpson Gumpertz & Heger, Inc., Waltham, MA, 781-907-9000
SJB Services, Inc., Hamburg, NY, 716-649-8110
Slocum, DeAngelus & Associates, PC, Latham, NY, 

518-763-6000
Stantec, Albany, NY, 518-452-4358
Steuben County DPW, Bath, NY, 607-664-2479
TVGA Consultants, Elma, NY, 716-655-8842
Watts Architecture & Engineering, PC, Buffalo, NY, 716-836-1540
Wilbur Smith Associates, Latham, NY, 518-783-1887
OFFICERS, DIRECTORS AND STAFF
President: Tom Montalbine, Roman Stone
Vice-President: David Wan, Oldcastle Precast
Secretary: Joseph Amoia, A & R Concrete
Treasurer: Mike Weigand, J.P.Carrara & Sons
Assoc Dir: Jim Valent, A L Patterson
Prof Director: Tony Papile, Clough Harbour
Septic Gr Dir: Ed Pennypacker, Jepco Sales
NECSA Dir: Richard Sullivan, Lehigh Cement
Imm. Past Pres.: Scott Harrigan, The Fort Miller Co.
Executive Director: Carl S. Buchman, 585-249-9564

PCANY Information
In further service to our members, telephone numbers

have been added for all listings.  We encourage all read-
ers to visit our website at www.pcany.org for producer list-
ings by product category, company contacts for inquiries,
and identification of plants that are Certified under various

programs.  We encourage all specifiers, regulators, au-
thorities, designers and buyers to ensure that their proj-
ects are supplied only by plants that have demonstrated
their ability to design, manufacture, and test products to
appropriate industry standards.


