
Have you ever tasted New York
City’s drinking water? For most of
us, it is unique and delightful. But
there is an impressive history of
civil projects and ongoing efforts by
many groups to protect and pre-
serve it. The city had been drawing
water from reservoirs and lakes
east of the Hudson River since
1842. The city’s growing population
sent it to the Catskills west of the
Hudson, where the Ashokan
Reservoir was constructed be-
tween 1907 and 1915. Following
that, the Schoharie Reservoir was
built between 1919 and 1927, the
Roundout Reservoir between 1937
and 1954, the Neversink Reservoir
between 1941 and 1953, the
Pepacton Reservoir between 1947
and 1954, and the Cannonsville
Reservoir between 1955 and 1967.

The 1997 New York City Water-
shed Memorandum of Agreement
required the development of 14
city-funded environmental protec-
tion and economic development
programs in the Watershed West of
the Hudson River.The pact allowed
the City to avoid filtering its
Catskill-Delaware Water Supply,
which provides 90 percent of the
1.3 billion gallons of water con-
sumed daily by 8 million residents
of New York City as well as a mil-
lion people in Ulster, Putnam and
Westchester Counties.

One of the organizations work-
ing to protect and preserve this

water supply is the Catskill
Watershed Corporation (CWC). It’s
ongoing programs include: the
Catskill Fund for the Future
(Economic Development), which
provides loans and grants to busi-
nesses and organizations; Septic
Repair and Maintenance, which
funds residential septic system re-
pairs, replacements, and mainte-
nance pump outs; Storm Water
Planning and Control, which
funds planning, assessment, de-
sign and implementation of storm
water and erosion controls for ex-
isting conditions, as well as storm
water requirements for new con-
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(continued on page 2)
Catch basin installation in Village of Delhi, part
of a storm water retrofit project

Installation of hydrodynamic separator, storm water control project, Hunter Town
Highway Garage



struction; Education, providing
grants to schools and organiza-
tions; Community Waste-
water Management, which
funds a program to evaluate
and build community-
specific wastewater solu-
tions, which may include
septic maintenance dis-
tricts, community septic
systems or wastewater
treatment plants, plus other
programs.

As an example of their
involvement, a storm water
retrofit was constructed in
Hunter, Greene County, in-
volving a 270’ long filter fab-
ric swale, curbing, and a se-
ries of catch basins to direct
runoff from the hill behind
the town’s highway garage
and off the parking area,
into an underground sepa-
rator. The treatment system
is expected to remove 80%
of the Total Suspended
Solids and associated pollu-

tants. Another storm water retrofit
project involved a residential

neighborhood in Delhi, Dela-
ware County, which addressed
both drainage problems and
potential phosphorus pollution.
Catch basins and storm drains
were installed on two streets to
connect with a runoff treatment
system, which included a con-
structed wetland. Village,
County and State Public Works
officials, along with CWC and
NYC Department of En-
vironmental Protection, collab-
orated on the conjoined proj-
ects. �

Thanks to Diane Galusha,
Communications Director,
Catskill Watershed Corpora-
tion, for the photos and facts
presented in this article; check
out their marvelous website,
www.cwconline.org for much
additional information. Thanks
also to Doug VanDeusen,
Lamont Engineers, for putting
us in touch. ❏
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Septic tank being installed at an Ulster County home site

Installation of pump chamber for a septic system in Margaretville

Have You Ever….? (continued)



To remediate its town properties
with non-existent or non-working old
home waste disposal systems, the
Springwater Sanitary Sewer System
installed 208 new 1000 gallon 2 com-
partment septic tanks, supplied by
Lakelands Concrete Products. Each
tank included a Zabel A-1800 Filter
at the outlet fitting, plus two 20” diam-
eter x 6” HDPE Risers with tamper
resistant covers by Polylok. The sep-
tic tank effluent flows into a pump
chamber, which pushes the flow
through a 11/4” force main into the
town pressure sewer system, which
then carries it to the town wetlands
system.

If 208 new 1000-gallon septic sys-
tems isn’t impressive enough, then
consider the four new wetland treat-
ment systems they constructed to
work with the tanks. Each measures
100’ x 200’, and is filled with stone,
thus acting like a big horizontal filter.

The walls were constructed from 20 foot long
precast ‘L’ sections, which were post-tensioned
together. The nearby photos show the assem-
bled tanks, with HDPE 60 mil Geomembrane laid
in, and attached to the concrete walls by way of
cast in PEC Channel by Poly-Flex. As described
by Tim Rock, Larsen Engineers, what you see at
the completed site simply looks like a 6” concrete
curb outlining each bed.

Thanks to Chad Bond, Lakelands Concrete
Products, for this story and the related photos. ❏
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1000-gallon 2-compartment septic tanks

Think Big…Like The Town of Springwater…

Walls post-tensioned, geomembrane installed

‘L’ Sections installation

PCANY Miscellaneous…
Notes from the January 31, 2008 Septic

Group Meeting and the Association Annual
Meeting will be available on our website,
www.pcany.org. There you can also find
information on many lunch box talks; each
offers professional licensing credits. ❏
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PRODUCER MEMBERS
A & R Concrete Products, New Windsor, NY
Bayshore Concrete Products, Cape Charles, VA
Binghamton Precast & Supply, Binghamton, NY
J.P. Carrara & Sons, Middlebury, VT
Coastal Pipeline Products Corp., Calverton, NY
Dailey Precast, Shaftsbury, VT
The Fort Miller Co., Inc., Schuylerville, NY
Hanson Pipe & Products, Inc., Pottstown, PA
Jefferson Concrete Corp., Watertown, NY
Kistner Concrete Products, East Pembroke, NY
Lakelands Concrete Products, Inc., Lima, NY
Newcrete Products, Division of New Enterprise 

Stone & Lime Co., Collegeville, PA
Oldcastle Precast, South Bethlehem, NY
Oldcastle Precast Inc., Middle Island, NY
Oldcastle Precast Inc., DBA Rotondo Precast, 

Avon, CT
Roman Stone Construction Co., Bay Shore, NY
Schuylkill Products, Inc., Cressona, PA
Sunnycrest Inc., Auburn, NY
LC Whitford Materials, Co., Inc., Wellsville, NY
SEPTIC TANK PRODUCERS
Burnett Concrete Products, Inc., Wolcott,NY
Concrete Building Supply, Champlain, NY
R. Deso, Inc., Champlain, NY
Eastern Precast Co., Inc., Brookfield, CT
Grimm Building Materials Co., Troy, NY
Guardian Concrete Products, Schenectady, NY
Keeler Vault Co., Inc., Hudson, NY
Oneonta Block, Oneonta, NY
Woodard’s Concrete Products, Inc., Bullville, NY
Zeiser Wilbert Vault, Elmira, NY

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
A-Lok Products, Inc., Tullytown, PA
Amcrete Products, Newburgh, NY
BASF Admixtures, Cleveland, OH
Buzzi Unicem USA, Stockertown, PA
Cemex, Inc., Wampum, PA
Chase Specialty Coatings, Pittsburgh, PA
Concrete Sealants, Inc., Royersford, PA
Eastern States Steel Corp., 

Upper Saddle River, NJ
Engineered Wire Products, Waynesville, OH
Essex Cement Company, Port Newark, NJ
Essroc Cement, Nazareth, PA
Federal White Cement Inc., Mancungie, PA
Forta Corporation, Grove City, PA
Grace Construction Products, Wynantskill, NY
H & H Hulls, Inc., Hudson, NY
Helser Industries, Tualatin, OR
Jepco Sales, Royersford, PA
JVI, Inc., Pittsfield, MA
Keystone Cement Company, Exton, PA 
Lafarge North America, Concord, Ontario
Lehigh Cement Company, Burlington, CT
Meadow Burke, Billerica, MA 
Mixer Systems, Pewaukee, WI
Northeast Solite Corp., Saugerties, NY
NPC, Inc., Milford, NH
A L Patterson, Fallsington, PA
Plant-Tech Concrete Solutions, LLC, 

Bladensburg, M
Polylok, Inc/Zabel, Wallingford, CT
St. Lawrence Cement Co., 

Saratoga Springs, NY
St. Mary’s Cement Company, Cleveland, Ohio

Sika Corporation, Lyndhurst, NJ
Spillman Co., Columbus OH
Splice Sleeve North America, Irvine, CA
Stelcrete Indust Limited, Niagara Falls, 

Ontario, Canada
Stephenson Equipment, Inc., Syracuse, NY
Syracuse Tuf-Tite, Inc., Lake Zurich, IL
SEPTIC TANK ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc., Vestal, NY
The Euclid Chemical Co., Saratoga Springs, NY
Northeast Sales Associates Inc., Fairport, NY
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERS
Advance Testing, Campbell Hall, NY
Barton & Loguidice, PC, Syracuse, NY
A.S. Bell Engineering, PC, Slingerlands, NY
Bergmann Associates, Inc., Rochester, NY
A L Blades & Sons, Inc., Hornell, NY 
C & S Engineers, Inc., Syracuse, NY
CDM, Syracuse, NY
Clough Harbour & Assoc. LLP, Albany, NY
Collins Engineering Inc., Albany, NY
Delta Engineers PC, Binghamton, NY
Dewberry, New York, NY
Earth Tech, Inc., Latham, NY
Edwards & Kelcey Engrs. Inc., 

Saratoga Springs, NY
Erdman Anthony, Rochester, NY
Finley Engineering Group, Inc., Tallahassee, FL 
Fisher Associates PE, LS, PC, Rochester, NY
FRA Engineering PC, Henrietta, NY
Greenman-Pedersen, Inc., Buffalo, NY
HNTB Corporation, Hollywood, FL
Hunt Engr Arch Surveyors PC, Horseheads, NY
LaBella Associates, PC, Rochester, NY

Lamont Engineers, PC, Cobleskill, NY
LEAP Associates International, PE, Tampa, FL
Maser Consulting, West Nyack, NY
McFarland-Johnson, Inc., Binghamton, NY
O’Neill Consulting, Spring Lake, NJ
Popli Consulting Engineers, Penfield, NY
QCQA Laboratories, Inc., Schenectady, NY
Ryan-Biggs Assoc., P.C., Troy, NY
A H Sample, Inc., Ottsville, PA
R Samsel Engineers, Henrietta, NY 
Chas. H. Sells, Inc., Briarcliff Manor, NY
Shumaker Consulting Engineering & 

Land Surveying, PC, Binghamton, NY
Simpson Gumpertz & Heger, Inc., Waltham, MA
SJB Services, Inc., Hamburg, NY
Slocum, DeAngelus & Associates, PC, 

Latham, NY
Stantec, Albany, NY
Steuben County DPW, Bath, NY
TVGA Consultants, Elma, NY
Watts Architecture & Engineering, PC, Buffalo, NY
Wilbur Smith Associates, Latham, NY
OFFICERS, DIRECTORS AND STAFF
President: Tom Montalbine, Roman Stone
Vice-President: David Wan, Oldcastle Precast
Secretary: Joseph Amoia, A & R Concrete
Treasurer: Mike Weigand, J.P.Carrara & Sons
Assoc Dir: Jim Valent, A L Patterson
Prof Director: Tony Papile, Clough Harbour
Septic Gr Dir: Ed Pennypacker, Jepco Sales
NECSA Dir: Richard Sullivan, Lehigh Cement
Imm. Past Pres.: Scott Harrigan, 

The Fort Miller Co.
Executive Director: Carl S. Buchman

Congratulations to…
The Fort Miller Company upon becoming a Prestressed Concrete Institute

Producer Member and Certified Plant, a further indication of their ongoing
commitment to quality. We encourage all specifiers, regulators, authorities,
designers and buyers to insist that their projects are supplied only by plants that
have demonstrated their ability to design and manufacture (and test) products
to appropriate industry standards. ❏


