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Now Growing at a College Near You

Site work began last summer for a new undergraduate stu-
dent apartment complex at the University of Massachusetts
Amherst Campus. Each of these four buildings, constructed
of plank decks on block walls with brick exterior facing, is five
stories high. The new apartments will each include four sin-
gle bedrooms, two full bathrooms, a shared living room/
kitchen area with pantry, be fully air-conditioned, cable and

Ethernet in all bedrooms, and floor to ceiling windows in the
living room. These first class units will be in big demand for a
really long time, which is one of the reasons for the all fire-safe
construction. Hollow core plank provides immediate work
decks for other trades, is fire rated, and it provides superior
sound reduction between floors.
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University of Massachusetts Amherst

J.P. Carrara & Sons, Middlebury, VT is currently supplying
and installing 232,000 sf of 8” thick by 8’ wide hollow core
plank for these buildings, along with 978 lintel beams, 18 in-
verted tee beams, 40 L beams, 32 columns, and 154 stair and
landing units. The columns and beams are used at the first
levels to support bearing walls from above and thus allow
open lobby spaces; the precast lintels were provided to speed
the masonry work, both by eliminating shoring and reducing
wintertime on-site concreting. The lintels included threaded

Rendering by Architectural Resources Cambridge

rebar couplers to allow simple continuity reinforcing into the
masonry bond beams.

The project contractor is Dimeo Construction Company,
Providence, RI; the architect is Architectural Resources
Cambridge and the engineer is LeMessurier Consultants,
both from Cambridge, MA. This highly desirable student com-
plex, developed by the University of Massachusetts Amherst
and the University of Massachusetts Building Authority, is
scheduled to be ready for occupancy in September, 2006.

(continued on page 2)
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Now Growing at a College Near You (continued)

Construction underway for new student apartment complexes
Photos by J. P. Carrara & Sons

Precast beams, columns and lintels enable first level open areas

Rendering To Reality With Velocity

Architect’s rendering of The Velicity

The protruding bay windows are supported by specially
shaped floor pieces which include the projection. The remain-
ing deck units are 40’ long,”™" 12" thick, 8 wide hollow core
plank. Total decking involved 190,000 sf of hollow core, along
with 68 special bay window slabs. There are 428 exterior brick
or block faced panels, 144 solid interior bearing wall panels,
plus 136 stair and elevator wall panels. In order to park cars on
the ground levels without interference from the bearing walls,
84 columns and 74 beams were supplied to open the interior
while supporting the structure above.

The window opening heads, sills, and jambs are cast inte-
grally with the panel, but the more unique, projecting roof cor-
nice is custom made with Azek cellular pvc. This unusual photo
(see page 3) shows the finished 2’ high pieces, 6 to 8 long,
standing in the shop prior to shipping to the project (visualiza-
tion hint: picture each piece being rotated 90 degrees counter-
clockwise for installation.)

With all members precast, construction time for
completing the structural shells for this dual building,
128-unit condo development is minimized. Each
building contains three stories of living units above
enclosed parking on the first level. The living floors
are visually identified by brick exteriors, while the
parking level is differentiated by using a large stone
pattern on the panels. The brick appears real be-
cause it is. These 6” thick panels are cast using the
Scott system of specially made thin bricks in the
down side of the form, held by elastomeric spacer
molds. The bricks are made to insure their inside
face locks itself into the concrete poured to make the
panel. The special spacers keep each brick aligned
while creating the mortar joint appearance. Thus,
while the surface is real brick, the “mortar joint” is ac-
tually the same high strength concrete as the panel,
and thus considerably more durable.

Turning the rendering into reality

(continued on page 3)
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Finished cornice sections awaiting shipment

Project credits are: Owner and general contractor — Remi
Companies, Hoboken, NJ; Bodner Architect & Associates,
Long Valley, NJ; Nacamuli Associates, Elizabeth, NJ, engi-
neer; Oldcastle Precast, precast manufacturer and erector. 0O

Welcome to C & S
Engineers

We appreciate and recognize the first new member of
2006, C & S Engineers, Inc, Syracuse, NY, Thomas A. Siwula,
Jr, PE, Managing Engineer. O

PCANY Annual Meeting

Members — Plan to attend on February 16 at the AGC
Conference Room, 10 Airline Drive, Latham, NY, have lunch
together at 12, and meet from 1 to 4:30 pm. We will review the
associations financial status, the activities of the past year and
the year ahead, discuss the retaining wall and ribband design
issues still open with the DOT, plus hear some presentations
from Associate Members. Please let Carl know if you wish to
make a presentation or if you have other issues to discuss. O

All photos by Oldcastle Precast

Visit www.pcany.org for more information on:
* precast concrete products and their application
* precast concrete producers with links to their websites

* precast concrete association of New York, PCANY

If you would like to receive this newsletter via email instead of
hard copy in the mail, send your request and email address to
pcany@aol.com.

Call for Entries -
Concrete Bridge
Competition

The Portland Cement Association is seeking entries for its
2006 Concrete Bridge Awards Competition. All types of
bridges are eligible, as long as the bridge work was/will be
completed between June 2004 and March 2006. Entry forms
available at www.cement.org/bridges. O

Continuing Education for
on-site Professionals

Earn 15 Credit Hours by attending two OTN training days,
hosted by the DOH: Foundations of on-site Wastewater
Treatment (Feb 1, 2006) and Soil Analysis for on-site
Wastewater (Feb 2, 2006). Classes are at the NYS DOH, 1
Fulton St, Troy, NY; the cost is $255. Local contact is Lynn
Schriner at 518-408-5423. 0

Reminder: Bridge Design
Seminars, January 11 & 12.
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PCANY Begins Its 17th Year of Uninterrupted,
Monthly Newletters

This issue is PCANY’s Volume 17, Number 1 — the only state association in this country to publish a monthly newsletter with-
out interruption over this long a period! We appreciate the hard work and dedication of our previous editors, the willingness of
you, the contributors, to share your stories, projects, and developments, and the keen interest displayed month after month by
our constantly expanding readership (approximately 3000 via postal delivery and email).

This months’ nominal topic is building systems and hollow core slabs. We follow a rotating schedule of topics established
many years ago. [February will be featuring Storm/Wastewater Systems, and March will highlight Bridges.] Besides photos,
facts, and stories, we welcome appropriate advertising page inserts from any of our members. Let us hear from you.

PCANY wishes you much happiness and continued success in the year ahead. O

Producer Member Companies:

AFCO Precast, Middle Island, NY

A & R Conc Specialties, New Windsor, NY
Bayshore Conc Prod, Cape Charles, VA
Binghamton Precast, Binghamton, NY
Carrara & Sons, Middlebury, VT

Coastal Pipeline Products, Calverton, NY
Concrete Building Supply, Plattsburgh, NY
William E. Dailey, Shaftsbury, VT

The Fort Miller Co, Schuylerville, NY
Hanson Pipe and Products, Pottstown, PA
Jefferson Concrete, Watertown, NY
Kistner Conc Products, East Pembroke, NY
Newcrete Products, Parsippany, NJ
Oldcastle Precast, South Bethlehem, NY
Riefler Concrete Products, Hamburg, NY
Roman Stone Const Co, Bay Shore, NY
Rotondo Precast, Avon, CT

Schuylkill Products, Cresona, PA
Sunnycrest Inc. Auburn, NY

Unistress Corp., Pittsfield, MA

LC Whitford Co., Wellsville, NY

Associate Member Companies:

A-Lok Products, Tullytown, PA

Amcrete Products, Newburgh, NY

Concrete Sealants, Royersford, PA

Cresset Chemical Co, Weston, OH

Dayton Richmond Corp, Collinsville, CT
degussa.Construction Chemicals, Cleveland, OH
Eastern States Steel, Upper Saddle Riv, NJ
Engineered Wire Products, Upper Sandusky, OH
Euclid Chemical Co, Saratoga Springs, NY

WR Grace, Old Chatham, NY

H & H Hulls, Hudson, NY

Helser Industries, Tualatin, OR

Henry Company, Houston, TX

Meadow Burke, Merrimack, NH

Mixer Systems, Pewaukee, WI

Northeast Solite Corp., Saugerties, NY

O W Hubbell & Sons, New York Mills, NY
Polylok, Yalesville, CT

Press Seal Gasket Corp, Boxford, MA
Jepco Sales, Royersford, PA

JVI Inc, Pittsfield, MA

NPC Inc, Milford, NH

A L Patterson, Fallsington, PA

Rebar Systems, Cotuit, MA

Sika Corporation, Fairless Hills, PA
Spillman Company, Columbus, OH

Splice Sleeve N A, Bonita Springs, FL
Stelcrete Industries, Niagara Falls, Ontario
Stephenson Equipment, East Syracuse, NY
Syracuse Castings Sales Corp, Cicero, NY
TUF-TITE, Lake Zurich, IL

USF Fabrication, Durham, CT

E-Z Set, Haymarket, VA

Septic Tank Producer Companies:
Burnett Concrete Products, Wolcott, NY
Butts Concrete Products, Masonville, NY
Eastern Precast Co, Brookfield, CT
Grimm Build Materials, Green Island, NY
Guardian Block, Schenectady, NY
Keeler Vault, Hudson, NY

Oneonta Block, Oneonta, NY

R Deso, Inc Champlain, NY

Woodard’s Concrete Products, Bullville, NY
Zeiser Wilbert Vault, Elmira, NY

Professional Member Firms:

Abate Engineers, Buffalo, NY

Advance Testing, Stockbridge, MA
Barton & Loguidice, Syracuse, NY

Bay Saver, Mount Airy, MD

A.S. Bell Engineering, Slingerlands, NY
Bergmann Associates, Rochester, NY
AL Blades, Hornell, NY

C & S Engineers, Inc., Syracuse, NY
Clough Harbour & Assoc, Albany, NY
Con/Span Bridge Systems, Dayton, OH
Delta Engineers, Binghamton, NY
DiDonato Associates, Buffalo, NY

Finley Engineering Group, Tallahassee, FL
FRA Engineering, Henrietta, NY
Greenman-Pederson Inc, Albany, NY
Greenman-Pederson Inc, Buffalo, NY
Hunt Engineers & Architects, Corning, NY
LaBella Associates PC, Rochester, NY
LEAP Associates, Tampa, FL

Maser Consulting, West Nyack, NY
McFarland-Johnson, Inc., Binghamton, NY
Nussbaumer & Clarke, Buffalo, NY

O'Neil Consulting, Spring Lake, NJ

Popli Consulting Engineers, Penfield, NY
QCQA Labs, Schenectady, NY
Ryan-Biggs Associates, Troy, NY

AH Sample Engineers, Ottsville, PA

R Samsel Engineers, Henrietta, NY

Chas H Sells, Briarcliff Manor, NY
Simpson Gumpertz & Heger, Waltham, MA
Spectra Engineering, Latham, NY
Stromecki Engineers, PC, East Aurora, NY
TVGA Consultants, Elma, NY

Edward Watts Engrs, Williamsville, NY
Wilbur Smith Associates, Latham, NY

Officers, Directors and Staff:

President: Scott Harrigan, The Fort Miller Co
Vice-President: Rick Martel, Unistress Corp
Secretary: Tom Montalbine, Roman Stone Constr.
Treasurer: David Wan, Oldcastle Precast

Assoc Dir: Ed Pennypacker, Concrete Sealants
Prof Director: Ron Thornton, Delta Engineers
Imm Past Pres: Jay Abbey, Binghamton Precast
Executive Director: Carl Buchman




